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COVID Positive and on the Street: Providing Care to People Experiencing Homelessness During a Pandemic
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Speaker Bios

Denise De Las Nueces, MD, MPH is a board-certified internal medicine physician with a focus on vulnerable populations. She received her Bachelor of Arts from Columbia University and subsequently studied at Harvard Medical School, where she received an MD in 2008. She trained at the Brigham and Women’s Hospital Internal Medicine Residency Program from 2008 to 2011. Upon completion of residency training, Dr. De Las Nueces was granted a Commonwealth Fund Mongan Fellowship in Minority Health Policy, completing a Master of Public Health degree in Health Policy from the Harvard School of Public Health in 2012. She joined the Boston Health Care for the Homeless Program (BHCHP) in 2012. Dr. De Las Nueces was recognized in 2014 as one of Boston’s Top 40 under 40 Leaders by the Boston Business Journal and received a 40 Under 40 Leaders in Health Award in 2018 from the National Minority Quality Forum.  In 2020, she was recognized as one of the inaugural recipients of the Extraordinary Women Advancing Healthcare awards by The Commonwealth Institute. She has served in several city and state-wide committees focused on community health and health equity in Massachusetts. Dr. De Las Nueces now serves as medical director of BHCHP and is an assistant professor of medicine at Boston University School of Medicine.   

Traci Green, PhD is an epidemiologist whose research focuses on drug use, opioid addiction, and innovative interventions to reduce drug-related injury. She is a professor and director of the Opioid Policy Research Collaborative at the Heller School for Social Policy and Management at Brandeis University and an adjunct associate professor at Brown University where she co-directs the Center of Biomedical Research Excellence (COBRE) on Opioids and Overdose at Rhode Island Hospital.  She advises the Rhode Island governor on addiction and overdose and consults for the Center for Disease Control (CDC) and Prevention and the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas on public health and public safety opportunities.  Her research is supported by the CDC, the National Institute on Drug Abuse, the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, and the Department of Justice.

Miriam Komaromy, MD is the medical director of the Boston Medical Center (BMC) Grayken Center for Addiction. Dr. Komaromy was previously a professor in the Department of Internal Medicine at the University of New Mexico. She received her medical degree from the University of California, San Francisco and completed her residency in internal medicine at UCSF/San Francisco General Hospital. She is board-certified in addiction medicine. Over the course of her career, Dr. Komaromy has provided clinical, research, education, and policy leadership in a variety of settings, including leading the Extension for Healthcare Outcomes (ECHO) Institute's programs for addiction and psychiatry and serving on the American Society of Addiction Medicine's national board of directors and as medical director for an addiction treatment hospital and for a health center program serving homeless patients. As associate director of the ECHO Institute, Dr. Komaromy led national programs focused on expanding addiction and mental health care over the last decade. She developed the first addiction-and psychiatry-focused ECHO program and recently led a federally funded program that developed and launched five opioid ECHO hubs across the country, including a hub at BMC.

Sarah Wakeman, MD is the medical director for the Mass General Hospital Substance Use Disorder Initiative and an assistant professor of medicine at Harvard Medical School. She is also the medical director of the Mass General Hospital Addiction Consult Team and a clinical lead of the Partners Healthcare Substance Use Disorder Initiative. She received her AB from Brown University and her MD from Brown Medical School. She completed residency training in internal medicine and served as chief medical resident at Mass General Hospital. She is a diplomate of the American Board of Addiction Medicine. She is secretary for the Massachusetts Society of Addiction Medicine and chair of the policy committee. She previously served on Governor Baker’s Opioid Addiction Working Group. Clinically, she provides specialty addiction and general medical care in the inpatient and outpatient settings at Mass General Hospital and the Mass General Charlestown Health Center. 
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